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uncertain, and no trustworthy galvanometer deflection could be obtained.
It may be mentioned, in passing, that the object was to obtain, through
the galvanometer, a stream of charges of a condenser, separated from the
discharges, with a view to the determination of v (the ratio of electrical
units). Dippers in electrical connexion with the body of the fork (and
by means of a wire attached to the stalk with one pole of the condenser)
were carried on both the upper and lower prongs. Underneath these,
mercury cups were so arranged that the vibrating-fork was in contact
with them alternately, but never with both at the same time. One of
the cups was connected with the insulated pole of the battery and the
other with the earth. The fork was driven by a current entirely insu-
lated from it. It was found, however, that the contacts could not be
made perfect, and the direct use of the fork was abandoned in favour of
a commutator with platinum contacts driven by the fork*. This form
of the apparatus is unsuitable as a separator of induced currents; and
I was inclined to favour the observation of a single induced current with
a ballistic galvanometer as carried out by Rowland, and afterwards by
Glazebrook.
It is to be presumed that the contact difficulty has been overcome by
Prof. Himstedt; and my principal reason for mentioning it is that I found
it particularly capricious and insidious. The galvanometer indication would
often remain steady for minutes together, and then suddenly change. It
would be interesting to know whether Prof. Himstedt has met with any
behaviour of this sort.
The next question that I wish to raise relates to the measurement by
the galvanometer of a series of induced currents, each of short duration.
On page 421 there is a reference to " cross magnetization" that I do
not quite understand. I have myself-f objected to the use of a ballistic
galvanometer, on the ground of the tacit assumption that the needle at
the moment of the impulse, when subject to a powerful cross-magnetizing
force, retains its axial magnetization unaltered; but in the method of
Prof. Himstedt the question assumes a different shape. In this case the
needle stands in an oblique position, and we have to consider whether the
axial magnetization does not alter under the action of a force having a
sensible axial component J. In all probability Prof. Himstedt has considered
this matter. It admits of a very simple test, all that is necessary being
to deflect the needle into its oblique position with an external permanent,
magnet, and then to allow the induced currents to pass, suppressing the
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